Saint Luke UMC

September 9, 2020

All Pastors Are On Call
Rev. Eddie Hill (910-612-3184),
Rev. Marisa Copeland ( 863-279-7798); Rev. Judy Drye (919-545-6780)
Church Office Is Closed. Call if you need us! All staff numbers are listed on back page.

Saint Luke UMC
Calendar of Events
September 9—16, 2020
Great News!! We
have returned to
providing a hot meal
for our hungry
neighbors on Sunday
afternoons!
Items we currently need are:
 Bags of fruit (apples and oranges)
 Bottled water
 Gift cards to Aldi, Lidl, Food Lion, and/or

Wal-Mart so we can purchase needed items
PLEASE be sure that your donations are marked
“ARK Ministry” to ensure that your donation is
directed to the right place.
Financial donations are always welcome. Checks
may be made payable to Saint Luke UMC,
marked “ARK Ministry” on the memo line.
All donations may be dropped off on Sundays during our drive-by time (from 8:30—9:00 am and
10:30—11:00 am at the Williams Lobby entrance).
Thank you for helping serve our community
through this ministry!

Even though the Eagle’s Nest
Playground is almost complete,
there are still opportunities to
contribute monetarily in honor or memory of your
loved ones. We have engraved bricks (which will
be part of the playground walkway) available for a
donation of $500, engraved tiles (which will be part
of the playground sign) for $1000, and naming
rights for a few of the pieces of equipment. Checks
may be made payable to Saint Luke UMC, marked
“Playground” on the memo line. Contact Jan Hayes
(919-770-4967 or jhayes@hayesgroup.org) or the
church office (919-776-2012) if you are interested.

Wednesday, September 9
9:00 am
Midweek Message—Facebook Live
Thursday, September 10
12:00 pm
Lunch Bunch Readers—Picnic Shelter
7:00 pm
Asbury Class Gathering—Lawrence
Outdoor Chapel
Friday, September 11
Saturday, September 12
Sunday, September 13
8:30 am
Donations and Contributions—
Williams Lobby Overhang
9:00 am
Outdoor Worship Service —Lower
Parking Lot, Facebook Live and
You Tube Live
10:30 am
Drive-by Offerings and Donations—
Williams Lobby Overhang
10:30 am
Drive-by Blessings—Parker Chapel
Overhang
1:00 pm
ARK Ministry Cook Team
2:30 pm
ARK Ministry Pack and Deliver Team
3:30 pm
Preschool Board Meeting
5:00 pm
Children’s Gathering (Kindergarten) Youth House Lawn and Picnic Shelter
5:00 pm
UMYF Middle School—Lawrence
Outdoor Chapel
6:00 pm
UMYF High School—Lawrence Outdoor
Chapel
Monday, September 14
1:00 pm
UMW Circle #8—Picnic Shelter
6:00 pm
United Methodist Men—Under the
Oak Trees (Picnic Shelter if rain)
7:00 pm
Trustees Meeting—Zoom
Tuesday, September 15
6:00 pm
Nominations Committee
7:00 pm
Saint Luke Foundation Board
Wednesday, September 16
9:00 am
Midweek Message—Facebook Live

I can remember as a youth, sitting in my bedroom on Sunday evenings, doing my homework and listening to
the “Sounds of the South” on WSFL-FM. The evenings would be filled with the sounds of the Tams, the
Drifters and a variety of other classics, including the song “See You in September.” I will confess that as a
young coastal boy, the lyrics to this particular doo-wop had a totally different application than they do this
morning as I write this letter.
Side note - according to our friends at Wikipedia, this song was written in the summer of 1959, when Sid
Wayne and Sherman Edwards came together late one Friday morning in June and began the process. By 4:30
that afternoon the song had been written and reworked. By 8 pm that evening, Jack Gold of the local Paris
record label had grabbed it and the next day, the Tempos, out of Pittsburgh, flew into New York to record it.
A week later, on WNEW New York, the song was on the air. Since its conception, the song has been recorded
by at least 10 artists, from Hong Kong to London. Sorry for veering off course but I am always fascinated by
the process of how a song comes to be.
But back to this letter. September is upon us. COVID-19 continues to reside among us. And with this reality,
there is a whole new sense of relevance found in the question, “Will I see you in September?” Our 2020
rendition is not about a local boy pining for his girl heading out for vacation (I always imagined that the girl
was heading down to the beach for a little fun in the sun), but instead, when will we be able to come inside
and resume our Sunday morning Saint Luke experiences.
I wish I knew the answer. As the summer months begin to appear in our rearview mirrors and the cool of
autumn makes its way into our existence, there are a variety of reasons why time would seem of the
essence. But yet, just as our teenage love song brings with it a certain level of tension, there seems to be no
clear cut and obvious answer to the question. Hopefully we will, but who really knows?
Well my friends, I am the eternal optimist and yes, even the hopeless romantic, and I do believe in happy
endings. I believe that the day is coming where once again, we will see one another on Sunday mornings in Sunday school, outside of the DCLC with a cup of coffee, in worship.
I also like to think that even if the girl did not come back to the boy, there was another young woman who
was meant to be the one. And whereas this season that we have lived through has
brought with it difficult moments and new ways of doing things, ultimately, God has
been in control and God has made a way. And maybe, just as I like to think that the
girl’s absence helped the boy appreciate her that much more, maybe our time apart
as a church family will serve to help instill within us a greater appreciation and
understanding of what a truly precious thing our Sunday mornings are. And
hopefully, yes will be the answer, and indeed, we will see you in September.

Preacher Eddie

Attention K-5th graders, mark your calendars!!! Pathfinders and Summit
are resuming in a creative and safe way, beginning September 13th! Children are invited to attend outdoor programming from 5:00-6:30pm on
Sunday afternoons in a safe and socially distant manner. Each week, children will gather in small groups on a rotating basis based on their grade
level, and are encouraged to wear masks.
Rotation 1 Schedule
September 13:
Kindergarten
September 20:
1st grade
September 27:
2nd grade
October 4:
3rd-5th grades
October 11:

Rotation 2 begins with kindergarten and will follow
the same order as Rotation 1.

We are so excited to see our children beginning September 13th!
Pastor Eddie and Pastor Marisa are also invited to attend to
give our children the opportunity to meet and get to know them
better! They are also really looking forward to getting to know
our Pathfinders and Summit friends. Details regarding registration will be sent out to families closer to the start of
Rotation 1 on September 13th.

Bring a chair, a bag supper, a bottle of water, hand
sanitizer, and WEAR YOUR MASKS! We will socialdistance our chairs and hear a brief devotion by
Preacher Eddie. (If it rains, we will move to the Picnic Shelter.) Please bring JELLY FOR JESUS! Our
voluntary dues of $50 are due now. Also, mark
your calendars for our STEAK NIGHT—Monday, October 5th! Be on the lookout to make your reservations. Cost for Steak Night is $10 each.

To sign up to receive informational text messages from the church on an “as-needed” basis, simply text the message “@stlukeinfo” to 81010.

As all good United Methodists know, fall
brings with it much more than candy
corn and pumpkin-flavored everything.
Yes my friends, it is Charge Conference
season and along with budgets to be
fixed and the Pastor’s report to be read,
there is the process of putting together
the very best leadership team for Saint
Luke in 2021. If you feel God calling you
to serve in a particular area of ministry, I
would welcome the opportunity to meet
with you and discuss how God might use
your talents. Simply call the church
office, speak with me or check with
Laura for an available time and we will
begin the process of helping you to discover and answer God’s call.

If you don’t text and would like to receive this information
via a phone call, please contact Laura in the church office.

Interested in praying for one of our K—5th grade children and keeping in
touch with them by mail? Sign up to be a "Blessing Buddy" for the new
school year!! Contact Katherine Holt at katherine@saintlukeumc.org or
call the church, and she will pair you with a "Blessing Buddy" in our children's ministry. You and your buddy will send encouraging notes by mail
to one another that may include prayers, birthday wishes, favorite hobbies,
and even pictures. The focus is on exchanging thoughtful messages to establish connections and build relationships between our generations at
Saint Luke, while praising God for the wonderful role models He has blessed us with. The biggest gift a
Blessing Buddy can give to a child is pointing them to Jesus. Letters exchanged in the mail should only
include personalized notes, pictures, birthday wishes, and/or words of encouragement. Your faithful presence in our children’s lives and the relationships that you form are far greater than any present. After all,
there will never be a present more important than Jesus!

If you come to the outdoor worship service,
you may bring donations and contributions beginning at 8:30 am to the covered entrance beside the Williams Lobby. If you watch on Facebook or YouTube, we will still have a drive-by
donation and blessing time from 10:30 until
11:00 am. To avoid congestion on Wicker
Street, please enter the parking lot from Currie
Drive. At the Williams Lobby Entrance, you
will be able to pick up your Upper Room devotional book for September/October (suggested
donation $1), bring your tithes, offerings, and
donations for CUOC, The ARK Ministry (see related article on page 2), the coupon ministry,
and your plastic grocery bags. Then drive up
the hill to the Parker Chapel entrance, where
Preacher Eddie and Pastor Marisa will offer a
blessing for you and your family.
Please be sure to observe social distancing
practices by staying in your vehicle at all
times.

If you are interested in making Saint
Luke United Methodist Church your
church home, please call the church
office at 919-776-2012.

To receive priority in setting up an appointment,
go to redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive then
enter st luke in the ZIP or Sponsor Code box. If
you need help, you may call the church office.
All recommended social distancing and sanitizing
procedures will be followed. Participants will enter through one DCLC emergency exit door, and
depart through the other one. There will be a limit of 10 people in the DCLC at one time, including
Red Cross personnel.

We are pleased to introduce Phonevite, a new tool for communication and outreach!
Phonevite will give us the capability to quickly and easily send out recorded messages to
the congregation, or to groups within the congregation, when we have information that
you need to know. To help make this system the most effective it can be, we ask you to please tell us what
number you prefer to be contacted on (landline or cell). If for some reason you prefer not to receive these
calls, please let us know that, too. To let us know the number you would like to use, please call or email Laura
in the church office at 919-776-2012 or laura@saintlukeumc.org.

In our continual quest to be
the Saint Luke UMC that Sanford and the world would want
us to be, we are looking for a
person to help organize and
lead a youth choir. Our goal would be to have
a group of middle school and high school students who would sing during our worship services, share their musical talents with other
churches and be a ministry of love and outreach in our community. If you are interested
in being part of this new ministry, please see
Preacher Eddie.

We want ALL of our college
students—those who are away
from home, as well as those
who are attending local colleges, and those who are taking online classes because of the pandemic— to know how much we
love and support them. Dawn Shepard and
Daltina Peele will be sending notes, cards, and
care packages to our college students this year,
and they need addresses in order to do
that! No matter if you are living at school or at
home, we want to keep in touch with you.
Please use the following link to fill out a Google
form with the requested information: https://
tinyurl.com/y4xr598r. A copy of the link may
also be found in the email that accompanied
this newsletter if you receive The Acts via email.

As we approach the upcoming year, 2021, the
Finance Committee welcomes your recommendations, thoughts and ideas as potential strategy or a building block to our efforts in the 2021
Giving Campaign.
Please share these with Lisa Wilson at 919-3530281 or lisa@saintlukeumc.org over the next
few weeks. Thank you.

It may not look like it has in the past, but we
are ready to continue to build community
and walk with our youth on their faith journey. Our first meeting will be this Sunday
9/13/2020 from 5 pm-6 pm for Middle
School and 6 pm-7 pm for High School. This
will be at Lawrence Chapel outdoors.
This meeting will cover expectations and
guidelines regarding Covid-19 as well as welcome new 6th Graders, 9th graders, and to
show our Senior class some love! Please
bring masks and be ready to have some fun.
For ANY questions, contact Elias
at elias@saintlukeumc.org or 252-578-1090.

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, children are
out of school, and those who receive free and reduced cost lunches
may not have enough to eat at
home. Therefore, CUOC has resumed the
“summer” schedule for Backpack Pals. Volunteers are needed to deliver Backpack Pals
backpacks on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Please contact Terri Kirkman at 919-7742779 or terrikirkman@allstate.com if you
would like to volunteer to be part of a delivery team.
Donations of non-perishable food for Christians United Outreach Center are
needed! Due to the Covid-19 crisis,
many families have lost income, and
therefore need help with food.
Please remember the needs of our lessfortunate neighbors and add a few items to
your grocery cart for them. Suggested items
are: peanut butter, jelly, canned meats,
canned vegetables, rice, macaroni and
cheese, pasta and spaghetti sauces, breakfast cereals, oatmeal, grits, canned soups,
and crackers. Donations may be brought to
the Williams Lobby Entrance (lower covered
drive-thru) of the church on SUNDAY morning between 8:30 and 9:00 or between
10:30 and 11:00. Someone will be there to
receive your donations. Also please save
your plastic grocery bags and bring them
along with your food donations.

1. You Tube and Facebook—Our Sunday worship
services will be broadcast via YouTube Live and
Facebook Live. The link to these services can be
found on the home page of our website
(www.saintlukeumc.org) and on our Facebook
page (Saint Luke UMC—Sanford NC). Sunday
worship services are at 9:00 am. If you miss the
live broadcast, it will still be available online.
Also, be sure to watch Facebook for updates
and announcements.
2. By Phone—If you need to speak with a staff
member, please feel free to call. Most of us are
working in the office now, or you can use the
numbers on the back of The Acts.
3. The Acts—The Acts is sent out on Wednesday
of each week. If you don’t receive The Acts by
email and would like to, please contact Laura at
laura@saintlukeumc.org or 919-770-7768 to be
added to the list. The Acts is also posted on our
website (www.saintlukeumc.org).
4. The Info Line—Those who have signed up will
receive text messages with information and
updates. Please see the article “Stay in the
Loop” on page 2 to see how to sign up.
5. Our Website—www.saintlukeumc.org.
6. NEW!! PHONEVITE— Be sure to let us know
what number you prefer to be contacted on!

The Trustees met via Zoom on Monday, August
24th and feel that it is still in our best interest for
the building to remain closed to limit the potential
exposure of our members to the Covid-19 virus.
The Trustees are continually monitoring the situation and will re-evaluate at their next meeting on
September 14th. We all want to be together—
safely! Thank you for your patience.

In ordinary, non-Covid times, we would be
distributing shoeboxes in September to be
filled for our ministry in Armenia. Not
this year! Hopefully, we will be able to resume in 2021 when we pray it will be safer
to go shopping and also to gather volunteers to process the thousands of shoeboxes that are collected in the North Carolina Conference alone. The Conference
assures us that there are sufficient shoeboxes already on site for the children
served by Project Agape to receive one
this Christmas season.
In lieu of Christmas shoeboxes in 2020
then, the NC Conference is requesting
that we send donations to assist with other urgent needs. One of these critical
needs is to provide cattle and chickens to
impoverished families. Not only do these provide essential nutrition, but they
also enable families to become more self-sufficient. Several years ago, we
raised funds to purchase three cows and several flocks of chickens. That was a
deeply satisfying effort because we knew that we also were providing food,
shelter and veterinary care for these living gifts as well as the training essential to their survival. In addition, the first heifer born to the cow is shared
with another family.
So … with your cooperation and blessing, we will receive donations through September, the period of time when we ordinarily would be collecting items for our
shoeboxes. As a matter of information, a flock of five laying hens is $20; a
cow is $1000. We easily could repeat our previous success if those who ordinarily fill one or more Christmas boxes will donate that money to this 2020 effort.
If you’d like to donate, please make checks payable to Saint Luke UMC,
marked “Project Agape” on the memo line. Contributions may be brought
to the church during our drop off time (8:30—9:00 am and 10:30—11:00
am on Sundays), or mailed to the church office.

September 9—16
Birthdays:
(9/9) Lonnie Hickerson
Eric Pittard
Graydon Thomas

FAITHFUL GIVING as of September 6, 2020
Gen. Fund Beginning Balance 1/1/2020

$27,225.00

(9/10) Linda Gaertner
Mike Shepard

General Fund Income YTD

$678,796.83

General Fund Expense Paid YTD

$742,886.98

(9/11) Larry Banks
David Foushee
Carson Gay
Katherine Holt
John Maness
Mitch Reese

Loan from Sustaining Fund

(9/12) Bridget Joyce
Jon Miller
Ginny Smith
(9/13) Faye Miller
James Slade
(9/14) Dan Harrington
Caroline Hegwer
Esther Jennings
(9/15) Jimmy Keen
(9/16) Ellen Mangum
Dawn Michaud
George Miller

$0.00

Balance in Mary Tulluck Fund

$18,311.12

September Attendance
Total September Attendance

2018

2019

2020

Week 1

259

247

Week 2

377

297

Week 3

Hurricane
Florence

320

Week 4

281

322

Week 5

350

289

September Average

317

295

*755

*755

Before / After 24 Hours Streaming. *Includes Facebook, You Tube and In Person

(9/12) Lloyd & Esther Jennings

In this time of social
distancing, the United
Methodist Church is
finding solutions to help our missions and ministries continue. They
have created the link below to make it easy to send a tithe or offering
to your local church without ever leaving your house. Visit the link
below to learn more or to make a donation.

(9/16) Everett & Bonita Cox

https://nccumc.org/giving/church

Anniversaries:
(9/10) Kim & Todd Chandler

Don’t miss out on Saint Luke’s DAILY PRAYER! To sign up, go
to saintlukeumc.org, look on the homepage for the header
that reads Daily Prayer, click on the link under the header,
and enter your information. Or text the message @stlprayer to 81010.

Saint Luke United Methodist Church
Prayer Requests
Received as of September 8, 2020
Our Known Prayer Needs
Herb Armstrong
Edna Atkinson
Holly Baker
Judy Baker
Earl Ballinger
Dicki Caines
Kim Fasick Chandler
Jack Clements
Doris Cox
Sarah Curry
Priscilla Dollar
Barry Dowdy
Beth Dowdy
Helen Dusenbury

Linda Fowler
Christy Garner
Keith Garner (US Navy)
Teresa Glasco
Shirley Gwaltney
Harry Hattman
Ginnie Hawley
Marsha Havens
Oliver Hughes
Lloyd Jennings
Roy and Billie Jernigan
Mary Kesler
Claudia Key
Dot and Larry King

Sarah Lawrence
Rev. Frank and Dorothy Lloyd
Annie MacKay
Chrissy Childress Maginnis
Nancy McBryde
Tyson McCoy
Hayden McDuffie
George Miller
Wilma Money
Herman Neal
Betty Newell
Parker Normann
Jean Nisbet
Ron Perkinson

Ellen Potter
Alexis (Vaillancourt) Rivera
Sara Steinert
Mackenzie Stinson
Georgia Kate Tatum
Berta Thomas
Eugene Thomas
Carole Troutman
Esther Wicker
Emma Gray Wilson
Carl Woodard
Helen Yarborough

Other Known Prayer Requests
Tony Brown
Lonnie Bunch
Kim Clarey
David Clements
Andrew Dickens
Paul Dickens
Pat Dillon
Brian Drye
Jeff Felthaus
James and Rhonda Gordon
Joan Griswold

Gene Harris
Jordan Harris
Tim Harward
Debra Hughes
Jean Jernigan
Brittany Jeter
Charlie Johnstone
Becky Jones
Deborah Jones
Ronnie Kaser

Joe Lawrence
Fernando Rochin Lopez
Hubert and Judy Maples
Richard (Dick) McDonie
Mary McGrath
Kennedy McSorely
Daniel Newman
Ellen O’Malia
Wade Peele, Sr.
Phoebe Phelps

Matthew Richardson
Susan Ritchie
Lori Rouse
David Sowards
Jake Sowards
Shirley Thomas
Doby Touchton
Mitchell and Shelba Watson
Charlie Welborn
Sandy Wilson

Sympathy to . . .
George and Theresa Miller and family in the loss of their daughter-in-law.

Our Known Births

To add or remove a name from the Prayer List or to request a pastoral visit, please use a Prayer Request card or call the church office.

Saint Luke UMC
2916 Wicker Street
Sanford, NC 27330

Saint Luke United Methodist Church
Sunday Service Times
8:45 a.m.—Traditional Service—Casey Chapel
9:00 a.m.—Contemporary Service—Davenport Christian Life Center
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service—Sanctuary
Sunday School Classes for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
Our Church Staff—Contact us!
Lead Pastor
Associate Pastor
Minister of Visitation
Children and Family Ministry
Youth Ministry
Organist / Choir Master
Coordinator of Contemporary Music
Financial Controller
Office Manager
Receptionist
Receptionist
Preschool Director
Afterschool Director
Organist Emeritus, Posthumous

Rev. Eddie Hill, Elder
Rev. Marisa Copeland
Rev. Judy Drye, Elder
Katherine Holt
Elias Ballew
Dianne Stanley
Curtis Moore
Lisa Wilson
Laura Alverson
Rebecca Little
Beatrice Smith
Linda Morton
Carolyn Lee
James Dixon Kimball

910-612-3184
863-279-7798
919-545-6780
919-356-7285
252-578-1090
919-622-2779
336-209-3289
919-353-0281
919-770-7768

919-774-6224
919-777-5444

eddie.hill3184@gmail.com
mcopeland@nccumc.org
judydrye@nccumc.org
katherine@saintlukeumc.org
elias@saintlukeumc.org
dianne@saintlukeumc.org
curtis@saintlukeumc.org
lisa@saintlukeumc.org
laura@saintlukeumc.org
rebecca@saintlukeumc.org
beatrice@saintlukeumc.org
preschool@saintlukeumc.org
afterschool@saintlukeumc.org

2916 Wicker Street, Sanford, NC 27330—Phone: 919-776-2012
Visit our website: www.saintlukeumc.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. Monday—Thursday; Closed Friday

